Discussion Summary July 26,
2015
Discussing part 2 Cantos 1, Shlokas 6,7, 9 and 8, Swamiji
continued the discussion of the Atman or Consciousness. The
subtle universe was born out of Causal universe (the seed).
The Causal universe was always there even before creation. He
compares the Causal Universe to the state before the big bang.
Thus: Karana Sharira (Causal)>Sukshma Sharira (Subtle also
called Ishwara) > Hiranyagarbha (first born). Ishwara through
tapas creates Hiranyagarbha. Tapas is the mere wish of
Ishwara.
Thus, the one Samanya Chaitanya, general consciousness,
expresses itself in micro and macrocosm. It expresses itself
in the three pairs:
1. The Physical body, we all can experience it.
2. The Subtle body, that only I can experience and not
others.
3. The Causal Body, that remains dormant and can be
experienced only when it manifests itself. This is the
subtlest stage of inner material.
And correspondingly we have:
1. Waker consciousness
2. Subtle body consciousness
3. Causal body consciousness
The total deity is born as Hiranyagarbha. Hiranyagarbha
consists of the 17 Tatvas or elements They are: 5 organs of
perception (Ear, Eye, Tongue, Skin and Nose), 5 organs of
action (Speech,Hand, Leg, Excretion and Genital), 5 Vital
air’s (Prana, Apana, Vyana, Udana and Samana), the Mind
(manaha) and Intellect (budhi).

Swamiji says for each of the 17 Tatvas or elements there is a
corresponding Devta. Prana Devta is most important, as without
him we cannot survive. All Devtas are born, maintained and
resolved in Hiranyagarbha, in its cycle of creation,
maintenance and destruction.
Swamiji says Agni Devta represents Vishwavirat or Stula
Prapancha. Virat- Agni is worshiped by a group of people by
lighting the sacred fire. Rubbing two pieces of wood called
Arani lights the sacred fire. Another form of Agni called
Vaishwanar-agni (our internal digestive power) is also
worshiped by some. All of them, says Swamiji, represent our
one consciousness, the Atman.
The take away from this session was the idea of a Yagna is
making an offering to God. In the same spirit we should offer
every action of ours as an offering to our Atman. Discussing
Karma Yoga, Swamiji says “And when I perform the actions out
of Ishvara Arpana Bhā
vanā
, and when I receive the processed
Karma in form of Phalam, I don’t call it
Karma Phalam, but I call it Ī
shvara Prasā
daha.”
With my good wishes,
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