
VEDIC SCRIPTURES
AND

VAIDHIHA DHARMA



Primary 
Scriptures

Sruthi – heard or revealed

Revealed by the Divine

Four vedas

Heard/received by ṛṣis

Abstract, less systematic

Secondary 
Scriptures

Smriti - Remembered

Composed by great ācāryas

Sutras, Purnas & Ithihasas

Remembered Wisdom of rsis

Less abstract, more systematic



Vedas

Veda Purva Vedanta



Vedas

Samhitas 
(Hymns)

Brahmanas 
(Commentaries)

Aranyakas 
(Philosophy 

behind rituals)

Upanishads 
(Philosophical 

text)

More than 
1,000; many lost

Ten Major 
Upanishads



Vedas

Rig Veda

Aitareya 
Upanishad

Sama Veda

Kena
Upanishad

Chandogya 
Upanishad

Yajur Veda

Kirshna Yajur 
Veda

Katha 
Upanishad

Taittiriya 
Upanishad

Shukla Yajur 
Veda

Isha Upanishad

Brihadaranyaka
Upanishad

Atharva Veda

Prashna 
Upanishad

Mundaka 
Upanishad

Mandukya 
Upanishad





Secondary 
Literature

Smriti 
(Remembered)

Manu smriti

Vyasa smriti

Puranas

18 Puranas

18 Upa
Puranas

Ithihasas

Ramayana Mahabharata

Baghwat Gita



1.Vishnu Purana
2.Shiva Purana
3.Bhagavata Purana (or 
Srimad Bhagavatam)
4.Narada Purana
5.Markandeya Purana
6.Agni Purana
7.Bhavishya Purana
8.Brahma Purana
9.Brahmanda Purana

10.Brahma Vaivarta Purana
11.Garuda Purana
12.Kurma Purana
13.Linga Purana
14.Matsya Purana
15.Padma Purana
16.Shrimad Devi Bhagavata 

Purana
17.Skanda Purana
18.Vayu Purana



Secondary 
Literature

Smriti 
(Remembered)

Manu smriti

Vyasa smriti

Puranas

18 Puranas

Upa Puranas

Ithihasas

Ramayana Mahabharata

Baghwat Gita




