Bagawat Geeta, Class 37

Greetings All,
Shloka # 6:
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Controlling the organs of action, he who has his mind
dwelling on their objects has a confounded mind; he is said to
be a hypocrite.”

Continuing his teaching of the Gita, Swami Paramathananda
recapped last week’s class. In this shloka Sri Krishna 1is
clarifying Arjuna’s doubts about Gyana Yoga and Karma Yoga. He
says there is no choice between the two. Everybody has to go
through karma yoga first which is the only means of purifying
the mind and thereafter everyone has to go through gyana yoga,
which is the only means of liberation. Gyana yoga means a
study of the scriptures under the guidance of a gquru. Guru
Shastra Upadesha Sravanam 1is called Gyana yoga and everyone
has to go

through it.

Even though there is no choice between these two sadhanas,
there is a choice in one'’'s lifestyle. The choice is between
Grihastashrama and Sanyasashrama. While there is no choice
between these two sadhanas, Sri Krishna says, there 1is a
choice with regard to the lifestyle that a person chooses.
However, there is no uniform answer to this as it depends upon
the type of seeker. Sri Krishna, however, observes that
Sanyasashrama is a more difficult one to follow. Sanyasa is
not for a majority of the people; it suits only a small
minority. It 1is better to continue in Grihasthashrama
throughout or after Grihasthashrama take to Sanyasa. He
recommends Grihasthashrama to Arjuna as well. He tells him
activity is safer than withdrawal.
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Sri Krishna gave three reasons in support of Karma Yoga (or
not withdrawing from life) in shlokas 4, 5 and 6 respectively.
They are:

1. By avoiding Karma, one cannot get peace of mind. If I
have no action, I may think I will have peace of mind,
however, inaction does not give you peace of mind.

2. Total Inaction 1is impossible. Based upon one’s Gunas,
one will perform action. Try staying at an Ashram for a
week.

Swamiji then told the story of a Sanyasi in a temple.

In a temple, there was a Sanyasi sitting; without doing
anything and he got daily Prasadam from the temple. A new
officer took over the administration. He wanted to bring about
changes and improvements. He asked how many people got the
Prasadam. He got a list of names and at the end of the list
was named the “Quiet Swamiji.” If he did not do anything, why
should the Quiet Swamiji get prasadam, was his question? The
people in the temple told the officer the Swamiji was a
respected

person and he should at least talk to him. He asked the Quiet
Swamiji why he should get Prasadam for doing nothing. The
Quiet Swamiji told him: My doing nothing is very good for the
society. He said sitting quiet was not very easy and requested
the officer to try it at least for a week. The officer thought
it would be very easy and agreed. Once he sat with the Quiet
Swamji for some time, he got restless. After a

few hours of quiet time he became extremely restless and gave
up. He told the Pujari to give the Quiet Swamiji a double
quota of Prasadam daily. Giving up action is not easy. Our
gunas and svabhava will pressurize us to act.

3) Not only will action not result in moksha but it can also
become a risky proposition. When there are no goals or plans
in mind, the mind does not have anything to do, especially
since he does not have Gyanam. An idle mind is ideal for



seeking many types of enjoyments. In one’s mind and
imagination too one can enjoy a lot. He then violates Sanyasa
and the suppressed emotions erupt. Such a person, wearing an
ochre robe, declares himself to be a saintly person to the
world, while in reality he is caught up in his sense world.
This is called “Mithyachara”, meaning what I am thinking, the
society does not know. Such a person is also called a
“Vimudatma” or a hypocrite. So, Arjuna, considering that
inaction is dangerous, lead an active life.

Shloka # 7:
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“Controlling the sense organs with the mind, he who commences
the Yoga of action with the organs of action, unattached, is
held to excel, 0 Arjuna.”

What is an ideal Ashrama? As per Sri Krishna, it 1is
Grihasthashrama, where one can fulfill Artha, Kama as well as
perform Service to society. Even a wife is called saha dharma
charani, which means one gets married not primarily for
fulfilling the Artha Kama desires, but for primarily
fulfilling my service to the society. In this process I

also fulfill my personal desires in a legitimate manner. And
therefore, Sri Krishna says, it is better for one to remain in
society.

What is an ideal life to lead? As a Grihastha, as an active
person in society, let him regulate his sense organs first and
then fulfill his artha & kama. Artha means security, money,
possessions, house, status etc. name, fame all related to
security while and Kama means entertainment. Shastras give
freedom to fulfill the Artha & Kama desire only in
Grihasthasrama and not in Sanyasasrama. Sanyasa is exclusively
meant for fulfilling moksha desire only. Therefore Grihastha
should fulfill his desires by regulating the sense organs and



without violating dharma and morality.

Citing example of pickle, sometimes we forget that pickle is
only a side dish and indulge in it as if i1t were the main
dish. So too, in such a life, Dharma should dominate and not
Artha and Kama. Giving must be more than receiving. This 1is a
Dharmic Purusha. Sensory excesses should be controlled by a
discriminating mind. It does not mean suppression. Shastras
are against suppression. Citing example of

a river, stopping the flow of a river will not help, it will
cause flood. If you don’t stop the flow of water, it will be
wasted. Therefore the correct thing to do is to regulate the
water by channeling it in a useful direction. Swamiji used the
Tamil Saying to further inform us. Kan pona pokkile manam
pokalama, manam pona pokkile manitan pokalama; (Should the
mind follow whatever the eyes see; and should a man follow his
wandering mind?)

After this the Grihasta should take to Karma Yoga that too
without getting attached to anything. Whatever he uses is only
a means. Shastras say Grihasthashrama is not an end 1in
itself. A wife or husband, both are not permanent. I have to
grow out of all my attachments, including for my family,
before Yama comes. Such a Grihastha excels a Sanyasi who 1is
not mature and is without knowledge. Sanyasa is horrible if
you do not know Vedanta.

Shloka # 8:
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“Always do prescribed work; work 1is superior to inaction.
Indeed, even life in the body is impossible without working.”

In the previous shloka Sri Krishna says Karma Yoga is the best
path. However shastras do make an exception for one to skip
Karma (Grihastha) and go to Gyana Yoga (Sanyasa). The



exception occurs when a person has performed Karma Yoga in a
previous life.

In this shloka Sri Krishna talks about what is Karma Yoga. In
the two slokas, 47 and 48 of the 2nd chapter, Sri Krishna did
summarize karma yoga. Now from shlokas 8 to 20 Sri Krishna is
describing Karma Yoga. It should be noted that Sri Krishna's
teachings are all based upon Vedas. He is presenting it in a
more modern form. The content is still the same. In Vedas, in
Karma Kanda, Ishavasa and Brihadaranyaka

Upanishads, all talk about Karma Yoga. In general karma Yoga
can be defined as:

Karma +Yoga=Karma Yoga
Karma here means proper action.

Yoga here means proper attitude towards the action and the
result of the action, both respectively.

What is proper action? Actions are of three types. They are
Satvic, Tamasic and Rajasic.

Satvic: action is one in which more numbers of people get the
benefit. It can include me as well. Example would be a
businessman who gets profits but shares it with society. This
is also called Nishkama Karma or Self less service.

Rajasic: action is one where beneficiaries are minimum. It 1is
primarily focused on my near family and me.

Tamasic: action is one that is harmful. I hurt others for my
benefit. I do not consider others. In India, a blaring mike is
often encountered where there is no consideration of the
people around. Any action that disturbs is Tamasic.

Karma Yoga should be primarily Satvic and Nishkama Karma.
Shastras prescribe some of these Nishkama Karmas. They are
known as Pancha Maha Yagna’'s. Performing the Pancha Maha
Yagna makes our spiritual progress very fast. They purify



one’s mind. They reduce one’s Raga, Dvesha, Kama and Krodha.
The Pancha Maha Yagna’'s are:

1.

Deva Puja: Life should consist of religious activity or
worship. This may depend upon your Jathi, Varna etc.
Sandhyavandanam, Rama Nama Japam all fall into this
category. This is dedicating exclusive time for Devas.
It is treating Devas as guests. It can also be called
prayer time.

. Pithru Puja: Worship of forefathers. Scriptures give

great importance to this puja. Some time should be
allocated for this. The ancestor worship can be as per
family tradition.

. Rishi or Brahma Yagna: This 1s the worship of

scriptures. We have a glorious tradition. We have to do
something to preserve it and propagate it. Daily
Parayanam or study of scripture such as Ramayanam falls
under this yagna. Our Gita class 1is a part of Brahma
Yagna. We are also responsible for handing over these
teachings to posterity. We should share it with children
through daily study. There are ritualistic ways of
performing Brahma Yagna as well. In this process we also
remember the Rishi Parampara (all Rishi’s) who have
brought down to this day the knowledge of our scriptures
for our benefit.

. Manushya Yagna: All types of social services fall under

this Yagna. Feeding the poor, giving time to orphanages,
giving time to old age homes, schools, etc., all fall
under this Yagna. Feeding hungry is the primary Manushya
Yagna also called Anna Danam.

. Bhoota Yagna: This is protection of the environment and

all other beings such as animals, plants, the water, air
and the earth. This is the reason our scriptures show
the animals as Vahanas of Devas. The story of
Shakunthala makes the message clearer. Shakuntala, when
she had to leave the ashrama of Rishi Kanva, she takes
leave of all people, the plants, and even the deer. One



particular deer was very dear to her. It pulled her
dress, not allowing her to leave. Even the trees bowed
their head down. Shakuntala had won the hearts of all by
her service.

All these five mahayagnas are compulsory. One who leads such a
life
is a very blessed person.

Take away from this class:

Please consider incorporating Pancha Maha Yagna practices in
your

daily life. Swamiji says they will transform you spiritually.

With Best wishes,
Ram Ramaswamy



