
Bagawat  Geeta,  Class  69,
Chapter 5
Greetings All,

Continuing  his  teachings  of  Gita,  Swami  Paramarthananda
started Chapter 5 today.  He said in chapters 2, 3 and 4
respectively, Sri Krishna spoke about two topics. He spoke
about Sadhana and Lifestyle. Recapping those teachings Swamiji
said:

Sadhana:  Regarding  Sadhana  he  made  it  clear  that1.
everyone has to go through Karma Yoga Sadhana and Gyana
yoga sadhana. There is no choice. Karma Yoga is the
means towards Gyana Yoga and Gyana Yoga is the means
towards liberation.

Karma yoga is a means and Gyana Yoga too is a means while
moksha is the end. You can have a choice between means and a
choice between ends but not a choice between a mean and an
end. One can choose between pants or shirts. Here, there is
choice. Choice is only between similar. Thus, one can’t choose
between  a  pant  and  a  shirt.  Similarly,  one  cannot  choose
between Karma Yoga and Gyana Yoga. Once you choose an end, it
means the means is a given.

Citing an example, getting into a bus is meaningful only when
you have chosen not only the bus but also the destination. You
cannot choose the bus without choosing the destination. We are
not getting into the bus for a joy ride. Similarly, if you
have chosen a destination, you have to choose the means as
well.

Citing another example, suppose I go to a doctor for stomach
pain and the doctor prescribes a tablet. I cannot get away
from not taking the tablet.  If I chose the end of removing
the pain, I have to choose the means as well. Therefore,
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choosing the means and end is complementary; one choice will
validate the other choice and the other way around as well.
Thus, Karma Yoga is the way to come to Gyana yoga. Gyana yoga
is the way to Moksha.

Citing another example, it is just like a person occupies both
the father status and son status. With regard to his son, he
is the father and with regard to his father, he is the son.
From  Karma  yoga’s  perspective  Gyana  Yoga  is  an  end.  From
Moksha’s perspective Gyana Yoga is the means.

After explaining quite a bit by Sri Krishna, Arjuna is still
not clear. His confusion is with respect to sadhana. This is
an area of confusion to many people.

There are people who think karma yoga and gyana yoga are
alternative means of liberation. Many still think and talk
about  different  paths  to  liberation.  Thus,  if  you  are  an
active person, you attain moksha through karma and if you are
an intellectual person, you attain moksha through Gyana yoga.

Even Shankaracharya struggled to clarify this confusion.  He
too says karma yoga cannot lead you to liberation, it will
take you to Gyana yoga and Gyana yoga will lead to liberation;
this is one part of the teaching;

Then there is second part of teaching with regard to the
lifestyle. A person can lead two types of lifestyles, one is
life of activity in society and the other is life of seclusion
or life of work and life of withdrawal.

or Life in society and life in seclusion.

2.Life style:

Sri Krishna described two types of lifestyle. One is a person
who is active in society and other is one who leads a life of
seclusion.

Active  in  society  is  known  as  Grihasthashrama.  While  one



leading a life of seclusion is known as Sanyasahrama.  In
olden times, after Gurukula, both lifestyles were open to a
person.  A  lifestyle  is  also  called  a  Nishta.  Sri  Krishna
points out that every person has a choice in lifestyle. One
can be a Grihastha or a monk. Whatever lifestyle or ashrama
one adopts in both of them you have to have follow Karma yoga
and then follow up with Gyana Yoga.

Grihasthashrama  Dharma  is  Karma  Yoga  for  householders.
Sanyasahrama is Karma Yoga for monks. Both have their rites,
pujas and rituals prescribed.

Grihastha will have a sacred thread while a Sanyasi has a
danda.  Grihastha  has  got  rituals,  prayers,  pujas  and
parayanams.   Sanyasi  too  has  rituals,  prayers,  pujas  and
parayanams. The type of parayanams may vary.

For a grihastha Vishnu Sahasranama and similar mantras are
emphasized. For the sanyasi,

Upanishad, Bhashyams, etc. are emphasized.

For  a  grihastha,  saguna  ishvara  namas  are  given,  like
Namashivaya,  Narayanaya  etc.;  for  a  Sanyasi,  Upanishad
mahavakya mantras are given for japa, or Omkara japa, and
other similar mantras are also given.   For both, puja is a
requirement.  All  these  are  necessary  to  develop  a  mental
conditioning  required  for  reaching  Gyana  yoga.  A  sanyasi
should qualify himself to enter Gyana yoga. A grihastha also
has to qualify himself to come to Gyana yoga.

Sri Krishna asks all to follow their Svadharma.

Once ready, both should come to Gyana Yoga. Thus, in sadhana,
there is no choice. In lifestyle, however, there is choice.
Each lifestyle has plusses and minuses. For Gihastashrama the
plus points are he is able to perform Pancha Maha Yagna,
perform noble services for society, he has security through
his children, family and wealth. The minuses are that he has



equal responsibilities. He has to raise his children, provide
education, marry off his daughters etc. He has to face the
fears and anxieties related to raising a family.

In Sanyasa ashrama, however, there is no responsibility, no
wife, no husband, no children and you need not bother about
anything.  If  you  get  hungry,  ask  Bhavathi  Bhiksham  Dehi;
somebody  will  give  Bhiksha.  So,  while  there  is  no
responsibility  there  is  also  no  security.

So,  every  ashrama  has  got  it’s  plus  and  minus  points.
Therefore, Sri Krishna says, take to any ashrama and pursue
both the sadhanas and get liberation.

After  listening  to  all  this  Arjuna  wanted  further
clarification. He wants to know about the Nishta, when there
is a choice. Decision-making is always difficult. This is so,
because  we  don’t  want  to  face  the  consequences  of  our
decision.

Arjuna’s mind at the moment is voting for Sanyasa. He does not
want to kill. In crisis, he wants to escape with Sri Krishna’s
blessings.  His  question  is  which  is  better,  Grihastha  or
Sanyasa?  Sri Krishna is going to talk about Sanyasa Yoga.

Shloka # 1:  Arjuna said:

संन्यासं कर्मणां कृष्ण पुनर्योगं च शंसिस।
यच्छ्रेय एतयोरेकं तन्मे ब्रूिह सुिनश्ि◌चतम्।।5.1।।

The  renunciation  of  works,  Krishna,  and  again,  their
performance you praise. Tell me for certain which of the two
is better.

In spite of Sri Krishna’s clear teaching, Arjuna asks: Sri
Krishna, you glorify both ashramas. You have glorified life of
activity (grihasthashrama). You have also glorified Sanyasa
Ashrama, life of seclusion. The two are contradictory.  So,
Sri Krishna, tell me, which one is better of the two? Both are



opposites. I cannot follow both, life of seclusion and life of
activity, at the same time.

In fact, the grihastha is supposed to be the pillar of the
society. He is the one who nourishes all the other three
ashramas because all the three ashramas live on Bhiksha. Thus,
a brahmachari has to live on Bhiksha; a vanaprasthi has to
live on Bhiksha and a sanyasi also has to live on Bhiksha
alone. So, if the three ashramas have to receive Bhiksha,
somebody has to give it. So, he is the one who gives Bhiksha.

Some other monastic religions glorify Sanyasa. Ashrama is a
place of spiritual sadhana. Ashrama can happen in family life
too. Such a person is unaffected even in his family life.
Janaka Maharaja is often cited as an example of a Grihastha
Gyani.

Thus, says Swamiji, it is not a choice between Sadhanas rather
it is a choice between lifestyles.

Shloka # 2:

Sri Krishna said:

श्री भगवानुवाच
संन्यासः कर्मयोगश्च िनःश्रेयसकरावुभौ।
तयोस्तु कर्मसंन्यासात्कर्मयोगो िविशष्यते।।5.2।।

 Both renunciation and Karma Yoga promote the supreme good;
but of the two, Karma Yoga is superior to the renunciation of
works.

 Sri Krishna says, both ashramas are equally good for both
sadhanas.  In  Vedanta  the  term  Dvanda  is  used.  It  means
everything in creation has a good and a bad aspect to it.

Both  ashramas  are  equally  good  for  following  karma  yoga
sadhana and Gyana yoga sadhana. Karma yoga can be efficiently
followed  in  grihastha  ashrama;  but  for  Gyana  yoga  the
obstacles  for  Grihastha  are  many  while  you  require  an



undistracted life. The many duties of grihasthashrama are all
seen as obstacles. Therefore, in grihastha ashrama, karma yoga
can be ideally followed;

In sanyasa ashrama, karma yoga cannot be ideally followed
because he does not have the resources to do a lot of karmas;
there is no money with them; he cannot do any good karma; he
has  to  manage  with  limited  activities,  like  japa,  puja,
susrusha, etc.  Therefore, there are certain advantages in
following some sadhanas and some disadvantages in following
other sadhanas. However, in both, you can follow the sadhana
and attain liberation; therefore in both ashramas one can
follow the sadhana and attain liberation.

Shastra also talks of the ashrama that fits a type of person.
Sanyasa requires a particular mental make up that is not an
easy  one.  Sanyasa  ashrama  is  dangerous  for  an  unprepared
person. Sri Krishna, says, for majority of people life of
activity is safer and ideal. In Vedas there are rules when one
goes from Brahmacharya to Grihastha. From Brahmacharya one can
also go to Sanyasashrama with Guru’s advice and Shishya’s
acceptance.

The greatest risk of sanyasashrama is that you can’t go back.
It is an irreversible process.

So, Sri Krishna says, Grihastha Ashrama is a better choice for
majority. He says Gita is for general public, while Upanishad
is for evolved one’s. While Upanishad prefers Sanyasahrama,
Gita considers Grihasthashrama as the best. We should keep in
mind  that  in  Gita,  both  the  Teacher  and  Student  were
grihastas.

Shloka # 3:

ज्ञेयः स िनत्यसंन्यासी यो न द्वेष्िट न काङ्क्षित।
िनर्द्वन्द्वो िह महाबाहो सुखं बन्धात्प्रमुच्यते।।5.3।।

Know him to be a perpetual renouncer who neither shuns nor



seeks, O mighty-armed! One who is above such contraries is
really liberated from bondage.

Now that Sri Krishna has recommended Grihasta Ashrama, is
there any way one can get advantage of both Ashramas? This is
a thought that can come in a person’s mind. Sri Krishna,
addressing this question, says, there is a method. He says one
needs  to  handle  Raga  and  Dvesha  in  Grihastashrama.  
Householder’s life is influenced by many factors. It is said
nine  planets  influence  a  householder.  A   son-in  –law  is
considered the tenth planet. He is a planet over which you
have no control. Whatever he does affects your daughter but
you cannot do anything about it.

Thus, there are many relationship that are similar, in which
you have no control. When you get married to a girl and you
place a knot on one neck simultaneously you

are  putting  knots  on  many  other  necks  as  well.  You  are
immediately related to the girl’s family. All these knots are
factors that can influence you but you cannot control them. 
Therefore, you have to learn to manage your ragah-dveshah.
Whether your likes and dislikes are fulfilled or not, you have
to learn to navigate through life without being affected. This
requires tremendous strength;  And therefore Sri Krishna says
a grihastha is a sanyasi, if he has learnt to handle likes and
dislikes;  For one who has managed his ragah-dveshah the house
itself  is  an  ashrama  That  is  the  trick.   Sri  Krishna  ,
however, does not say how we are to manage Raga and dvesha.

Take Away:

Decision-making is always difficult. This is so, because we
don’t want to face the consequences of our decision.

With Best Wishes,

Ram Ramaswamy



 

 


